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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 637  

By  Harper 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to honor and commend Reverend Jimmy D. 

Greer, Sr., upon the occasion of his tenth 
anniversary as the pastor of Friendship 
Missionary Baptist Church, Inc. 

 
WHEREAS, it is appropriate that the members of this General Assembly should 

recognize those venerable religious figures who, through their unflagging capacity for love, 

dedication of spirit, and faith in God, enrich the lives of people in their communities; and 

 WHEREAS, Reverend Jimmy D. Greer, Sr., pastor of Friendship Missionary Baptist 

Church, Inc., is one such estimable individual, and he is celebrating his tenth year of service to 

the church and his twenty-third year of service to the Lord and the community this year; and 

 WHEREAS, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Greer and grandson of the late 

Reverend John Gates, Jimmy Greer is a native of Carthage, Mississippi, where the formative 

years of his education were received; and 

 WHEREAS, upon his graduation from O.E. Jordan High School, Jimmy Greer attended 

Coahoma Junior College, Tennessee State University, and the American Baptist College, 

earning an Associate of Arts degree in social studies, a Bachelor of Science degree in political 

science and history, and a Bachelor of Theology degree in Biblical and theological studies; and 

 WHEREAS, to further enhance his ministry for God, Pastor Greer continually attends 

nationally-acclaimed seminars and conferences that emphasize growth methods that will 

positively affect the spiritual lives of those parishioners whom God has blessed him to shepherd; 

and 

 WHEREAS, Reverend Greer faithfully pastured the Sylvan Street Baptist Church Family 

in the East Nashville area for thirteen years and is currently in his tenth year of committed 

pastorate of his home church, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, Inc.; and 
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 WHEREAS, in 2002, Pastor Greer, a Friendship son in the gospel under the ministerial 

tutelage of Reverend Moses G. Herring, was called to succeed him in the pastorate of the 

church; and 

 WHEREAS, two of Pastor Greer’s first initiatives were the naming of the Christian 

Education wing and the laying of the church cornerstone in memory of the late Pastor Herring; 

and 

 WHEREAS, Reverend Greer’s numerous noteworthy achievements with the church 

include overseeing the renovation and updating of the church; organization of a contemporary 

worship service, which is designed specifically for college students with a free meal each 

Sunday; organization of a children’s worship service conducive to ages four through pre-teen; 

organization of Vision College Ministry, which is designed specifically for college students and 

other young adults attending a number of local Tennessee universities; and countless other 

spiritual efforts; and 

 WHEREAS, he served with acumen and alacrity as a sergeant with the Metropolitan 

Nashville Police Department, serving for more than thirty years as a patrol officer, burglary 

criminal investigator, counselor for the Police Advocacy Support Services, and supervisor of the 

Chaplain Section, and he was the first African-American Police Chaplain for the department; 

and 

 WHEREAS, deeply involved in his community, Pastor Greer was appointed in 2011 as 

the National Director of Security for the National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc.; and 

 WHEREAS, he serves as the Executive Director of the Interdenominational Ministers 

Fellowship’s Peniel Initiative, a collaborative agency that was designed to assist victims of crime 

through outreach with other agencies in the Nashville area; and 

 WHEREAS, Reverend Greer is an active affiliate of the Stones River District 

Association, Tennessee Baptist Missionary and Educational Convention, Inc., the Fraternal 

Order of Police, and The National Black Peace Officers’ Association; and 

 WHEREAS, his innumerable accomplishments aside, he is also deeply devoted to his 

family and he always endeavors to remain true to family values of the highest order; and 
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 WHEREAS, Pastor Greer is perhaps most proud of the love and companionship he 

shares with his wife of forty-three years, Delores Baxter Greer, who is a retired Metropolitan 

Nashville Public School educator; their two children, Leatricia and Jimmy, Jr.; and their two 

grandsons, Jimmy III and Jarquias; and  

 WHEREAS, for more than twenty years, Pastor Greer has stood on the rock-solid 

foundation of Christian belief, service, and love, serving as a bastion of faith and outreach to the 

people of Nashville; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SEVENTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING, that we hereby honor and commend Reverend Jimmy D. Greer, Sr., on the 

occasion of his tenth anniversary as the pastor of Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, Inc., 

and offer him our sincerest wishes for every continued success as an uplifting beacon of the 

Lord’s good will.  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


